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Dear Family in Christ,

“Before | sleep at night | imagine that | am
in school and studying in class. Then my
parents pick me up and we go home where
we live in peace.”

These haunting words are by a young girl living in
a refugee camp in the Middle East. Today, over 30
million children are displaced by war and conflict'.
Globally, one in every 122 people is now either a
refugee, internally displaced, or seeking asylum?.

Even though these refugees have fled their war-torn
country, many are unable to find peace despite living
in safer environments. They suffer the emotional hurt
from losing their homes and loved ones, the physical
pain from the violence of the war and the psychological
trauma of living under stressful conditions daily. Most
carry with them deep wounds that are still in need of
healing.

When our team visited the refugee camps at Begaa
Valley, Lebanon in December 2015, a mother shared
with us that one of her children, who was usually
bubbly, was so traumatised by the violence she
witnessed that she became mute for three days. Her
parents were worried she could not speak anymore.
Thankfully, she eventually spoke and alleviated the
worst fears of her family.

However, there are others still reliving the nightmares
of the war. A father came forward to share that after
the bombing; his 21-year-old son has issues with his
head and requires treatment. We believe his son is
suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder, but
such medical treatments are beyond the financial
means of refugees in Lebanon.

It was heart wrenching hearing about their life
situation — ordinary people with almost unimaginable
stories of pain and loss. Refugees leave their country
with almost no physical items, but in actual fact,
they are weighed down by unseen baggage that is
too heavy to carry.

Alongside the many other
projects we support to bless
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awareness to help the plight of refugees. Apart
from encouraging them with basic necessities and
Scriptures, we hope to meet the educational needs
of children refugees and families through SAT-7 KIDS
— a Christian satellite television that makes learning
possible for many who are unable to go to school in
the Middle East.

“What you gave is very important. Thank you for it.
But what we need is really much more than these.
We need safety; we need peace; we need to rest...
We are not going to die from hunger, but we can die
from stress and grief.”

— Hanna Bakos, Iraqi Christian refugee

Brothers and sisters in Christ, please pause and pray
for those still suffering in the Middle East. Please
consider partnering us to bring healing and hope.
Your generous support will help us to meet their
physical, emotional and spiritual needs.

In His grace,
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the Bible Society is raising

'Report by Norwegian Refugee Council
2Report by United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
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PRAY FOR THE MIDDLE EAST
A 2R

* Pray for trauma healing in the lives of the refugees
and the internally displaced, and for greater
opportunities to bring restoration to those in need.

* Pray for Christians, for the churches and Christian
organisations, and for the Bible Society as they
work to make education and God’s Word available
in the midst of war and trauma.

e Pray that many will take the Word of God back to
their homes and share the message of faith and
hope with others.
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The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory... full of grace and truth... John 1:14 (ESV)
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