TRANSFORMING LIVES WITH
GOD’S WORD IN ONE'S HEART LANGUAGE

July 2016

Dear Family in Christ,

“l used to doubt what they preached... when
| learned to read God’s Word in my own language,
| was convinced they were teaching the truth.”

—Wai (name changed), 65-year-old woman from the Asho
Chin minority language group in Myanmar.

When God’s Word speaks in one’s heart language, lives
are changed! Hence, Bible translation is an important
part of our work at the Bible Society; and this work is
never done until all peoples, languages, and nations
have access to God’s Word—especially amongst the
minority language groups in Asia.

According to figures from the Global Scripture Access
Report 20715', which reports on Bible translation
progress, there are currently 6,887 languages in the
world, spoken by over 7.3 billion people. Only 281
million people have some portions of the Bible, leaving
497 million people with no Scripture translated in their
language at all! Highlighted below are some of the
translation projects we are engaging in, and together
with you, we are committed to impact and transform
their lives through God’s Word.

Myanmar has an estimated population of 51.4 million?,
of which about 6% are Christians. Out of 135 sub-races
and language, only 68 ethnic language groups have
received either the whole Bible or New Testament or
portions of the Bible.

Today, the people groups are requesting for translation
in their mother languages. The Bible Society is
currently implementing 20 translation projects,
involving four translation officers, to support Bible
translation work in Myanmar.

“Being able to read in my heart language will make
my identity feel real to me.”
—Lam, 22, Vietnamese migrant.

Vietnam has more than 50 ethnic groups, each having
its own language. In recent years, many have turned
to the Lord (about 60%). Most
of these believers cannot
read Vietnamese. They speak
minority, tribal languages—
Jarai, Koho, Nung, Muong
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and Tay. The Bible Society works with local churches
across Vietnam to help translate Bible portions into
ethnic minority languages.

We also praise God for the Bunong people of Vietnam
and Cambodia. They have finally received their very
first New Testament in their language 50 years after
the first attempt to translate the Scriptures into
Bunong was stopped by war! Visit bible.org.sg/
bunong to read the full story.

Your contributions will:

e Make Scriptures available in various heart
languages for spiritual growth.

* Engage the minority language group with God’s
Word.

e Equip the minority language group with basic
skills through literacy programmes.

Let us make the Word available to all so that more
lives can be transformed. (Mk 16:15) Your support
today is vital in helping us fulfil these translation
projects around the world!

In His grace,

P —

Rev. Ezekiel Tan
General Secretary

1Global Scripture Access Report 2015 — Language figures compiled by United Bible Societies and Wycliffe Global Alliance.
2The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Myanmar population census 2014.
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The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory... full of grace and truth... John 1:14 (ESV)
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