THE GIFT OF LITERACY

April 2017

Dear Family in Christ,

The year 2017 is a special time for us as we celebrate
180 years of the Bible Society in Singapore. We have
been blessed greatly by God over the past 180 years in
carrying out the Bible Mission work in Singapore and
beyond. This would not have been possible without
the faithful partnership and support of many who
have contributed towards the Bible Mission.

Living in wealthy Singapore, we are all the more aware
that there are many who live in our surrounding region
who may not have the same blessings as we enjoy.
Access to education and the ability to go to school
are not privileges that everyone has. To be able to
read and write is a gift that we use daily, yet to many
in our region, it remains a luxury.

Part of the Bible Mission work that the Bible Society
of Singapore is involved in is with the establishing
of literacy programmes in the region. Literacy is an
essential aspect in helping people to engage with the
Bible, as well as a skill set that will help them progress
in life. This is a powerful gift, as it empowers people
to learn, opens doors to new opportunities, and
breaks the cycle of poverty.

One of the countries that the Bible Society is aiding
is Myanmar, with a population of about 51.5 million
people, but with about over 2 million people who
are not able to read or write. The Bible Society of
Singapore, in partnership with the Bible Society of
Myanmar, is looking to establish 100 literacy classes in
the Sgaw Karen, Asho Chin and Myanmar communities.

A pilot programme for literacy was successfully
launched in Cambodia, and we are expecting it to
have the same level of impact in Myanmar.

“As we cannot read, my husband and | feel
blind to the world and we don’t want our
children to be like us,” says Mrs Ptum Seng,
a 36-year-old beneficiary of the Bible Literacy
programme in Cambodia.

“Day by day, | can see that
the children’s reading
skills are improving. They
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| get to listen to God’s Word. For me, this is
such a blessing: it makes me happy and | feel
peace and joy. God has been so good to my
family!”

We believe we can make a lasting material and
spiritual impact on these communities in Myanmar
through our literacy programmes. It is our hope that
you will partner us to support the Bible Mission in our
region and beyond, and pray with us for the work in
these areas and in making God’s Word a living hope
for all the nations.

In His grace,

eir reading skills.
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Rev. Ezekiel Tan
General Secretary

Support the
Bible mission
by giving
generously

set time aside each day
to read the Bible to us, so
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PRAY FOR THE BIBLE MISSION
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
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Pray for the literacy and WISE (Word Intake for < ERIRFIAMWISE(HERLIRRE)NFIMRITIRIZHS -
Spiritual Edification) audio listening programme.

J||||'l|

s BEAARBIMX B ARES R E AR IR EEEE o
Pray for the communities in South East Asia which

do not have access to education and skill training. * FALHEHRNZAEHEINZZASHES K EFIL
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Pray for God’s providence to the Bible Mission and

the Bible Society, and for wisdom and grace in the

projects that are being undertaken.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory... full of grace and truth... John 1:14 (ESV)
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