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Dear Family in Christ,

Imagine yourself dwelling in a remote village in
Hunan, China where the only way to go to church
is by stepping on slippery, moss-laced stones
surfacing on the stream. Tough? Well, this is a weekly
routine of the church members, most of whom are
subsistence farmers. Such is the determination and
desire of villagers—such as Li Yueying, Wu Xiuying,
and Wu Qiangjin—for God’s Word—the living hope
for all nations. Here are their testimonies.

“Before becoming a Christian, | could only read my
name. But now, | have learned to read most words
in the Bible. | try to follow the text when the preacher
reads from the Bible in church, and little by little |
learned to read,” shares 47-year-old Yueying who
became a Christian in 1998 through her friend Qingjin.

As she turned her Bible to John 3:16 and declared
her love for God by exclaiming: “I love to read how
much God loves us. | love him too!” Yueying feels
the difficult and sometimes dangerous journey to
church is worth it because she is nourished in her faith
through the Christian fellowship there.

“There are about 70 Christians in this area but many
of them cannot afford to take time off from working in
their fields and so could not attend church,” explains
73-year-old Qiangjin. Even if they can carve out the
time, getting to church is no mean feat for them. It
is challenging enough to cross the stream on normal
days; and especially dangerous when it rains.

“Our family was so poor we couldn’t afford medical
treatment for both of us, so we were very upset. |
went to church looking for comfort. When | arrived,
| immediately felt a deep sense of peace and was
touched by God’s love for me,” says 58-year-old
Xiuying, who with her husband, makes ends meet by
planting rice and corn. She came to know the Lord two
decades ago when she and her husband got very ill.

Despite experiencing dire situations, these villagers
are happy in the Lord. “The brothers and sisters pray
for me and | enjoy singing the
hymns. | saved up my money
so that | can buy a Bible for
myself. When the day came,
| was taken to a church in
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town to buy a Bible. To my surprise, the Bible was
affordable, thank God! My favourite passage in the
Bible is Psalm 47,” exclaims Xiuying, who continues to
read the Bible despite her failing eyesight.

The Bible is one of the most widely read and
distributed books in the world, but it still remains
out of reach to many! There is still a great need and
urgency to make Bibles affordable and available. Your
generous contribution will help in the printing and
distribution of Bibles to the needy in many different
parts of the world.

As we celebrate the Lunar New Year, may we be
reminded of God’s grace and providence for all.
Complementing our humble appeal letter is the Bible
Society’s Hong Bao (red packet). It is our prayer that
you may use one or more of these red packets to
support the Bible mission with your donations, hence
enabling us to continue to make God’s Word a living
hope for all the nations. (7 Peter 1:3)

In His grace,

s

Rev. Ezekiel Tan
General Secretary
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* Pray for the literacy and WISE (Word Intake for
Spiritual Edification) audio listening programme.

* Pray for the Chinese Diaspora, especially during
the Lunar New Year period—that they too can
experience God’s love and mercy in foreign lands.

e Pray for God’s continued providence for the
Bible Society, and His favour and grace on all the
projects, which will be undertaken by the various
departments in the Society for 2017.
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The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory... full of grace and truth... John 1:14 (ESV)
ERTAS, EFEZEIIFE, ZRmnatERREREE, RIS MAEE ... HHEE:14 (MERBITIR)
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